Route 27 Corridor
Description
Within Lincoln County, Route 27 is a minor arterial from Dresden to Oak
Street/Townsend Avenue in Boothbay Harbor. This corridor provides north/south
linkages to the Lincoln County communities through which it passes, as well as access to
Route 1 and major employment centers in other communities.
Inventory/Analysis Summary

Route 27 provides major access link between Augusta and Lincoln County.

Traffic volumes range from 2003 AADT of 5,140 at Dresden/Pittston line to
9,681 just north of Boothbay Harbor. Highest 2003 AADTs are on Route 1
portion of 27; 2003 AADT of 19242 in Wiscasset village.

Major congestion points, as well as high crash locations, are at junctions of
Routes 27 and 1 in Wiscasset and Edgecomb.

Dresden has no zoning. Wiscasset, Boothbay and Boothbay Harbor have zoning
that allows strip commercial development for most of the length of Route 27.
Edgecomb’s zoning allows commercial development but limits strip development
with large frontage requirements.

Importance to Region

Route 27 provides virtually the only access to the Boothbay Harbor peninsula.

Route 27 provides a key linkage between the Augusta area and the Boothbay
Harbor peninsula.

Rank in Priority: 5

Transportation Issues

Corridor-wide: Enforcement of posted speed limits is a problem. Traffic, pedestrian and
bicycle safety is a concern, especially in built-up areas. There is no uniformity of
informational and directional signs.

Wiscasset: The route 27/1 intersection is seasonally and periodically dangerous and
highly congested, especially for southbound Route 27 traffic turning left onto Route 1.
Edgecomb: The Route 1/27 intersection is not safe, especially for left turn movements
from Route 27 onto Route 1 during the summer months. In the Edgecomb Potters and
North Edgecomb areas, the safety of several other road intersections is a concern.
Boothbay: In the Boothbay Common area, traffic, pedestrian and bicycle safety is a
concern.

Boothbay Harbor: In the “Meadow” area, traffic, pedestrian and bicycle safety is a
concern.

Transportation Objectives

Corridor-Wide: Consider installing uniform directional and informational signs.
Encourage all communities along the corridor to enact impact fees to fund traffic
improvements.

Wiscasset: Consider solutions for the Route 27/1 intersection.

Edgecomb: Consider safety improvements for left-turning Route 27 traffic. Evaluate
traffic safety at other intersections and work with local officials to make improvements as
necessary.




Boothbay: Railroad Village and Boothbay Common areas — evaluate traffic, safety and
pedestrian issues and work with local officials to implement appropriate improvements.
Boothbay Harbor: In the “Meadow,” evaluate traffic, safety and pedestrian issues and
work with local officials to implement appropriate improvements.

Land Use Issues
Between 1970 and 2000, the five Lincoln County towns along this arterial corridor
(Boothbay Harbor, Boothbay, Edgecomb, Wiscasset and Dresden) grew at a combined
rate of 50.5%. Between 2000 and 2015, they are expected to grow another 10.8%. Local
zoning, or the lack of it, allows strip commercial development along much of Route 27.
Large frontage requirements in Edgecomb have limited strip development in that
community. Edgecomb has also adopted access management and landscaping
requirements.
Land Use Objectives
Continue to support Route 27 corridor planning efforts.
Encourage communities to locate commercial growth areas away from Route 27.
32
Encourage communities to develop consistent and effective access management plans
that include provisions for common points of access, shared parking, landscaping
requirements, and large frontages.
Continue to work with Route 27 communities on providing pedestrian and bike
facilities as well as cross walks in village areas.

Economic Issues
Route 27 is a major north/south corridor in Lincoln County that provides access to jobs,
homes and businesses, as well as links to other parts of the State. Long term, the major
issue is maintaining access and mobility for residents, businesses and the general public.
Economic Objectives
Continue to work with all communities to ensure mobility along Route 27 as well as
safe access to businesses and residences.
Encourage communities to view mobility along Route 27 as being essential for the
future economic vitality of the area, and to take steps to minimize growth patterns,
such as strip commercial development, that will limit mobility.






